
  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

          In the World                                                                                                                       
                                                    Pastor  Amy                    

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:  Revelation 1: 9-18                                     
Monday:  Matthew 24: 1-35         
Tuesday:  Matthew 24:36-25:13         
Wednesday:Matthew 25: 14-46         
Thursday   Psalm 139: 1-24                              
Friday:      Revelation 12: 1-17   
Saturday:  Revelation 20: 1-21: 8

  Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:        Proverbs 4-6   
Monday:         Proverbs 7-9     
Tuesday:        Proverbs 10-12  
Wednesday:   Proverbs 13-15  
Thursday:       Proverbs 16-18  
Friday:            Proverbs 19-21                     
Saturday:        Proverbs 22-24
                                 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  If you ever have attended a worship service 
at Aldersgate before, you will have see 
someone (usually me) hold up a Welcome 
Card and turn it over. You will have heard 
someone (usually me) say something like, 

 “If you have a prayer request, a joy or concern to share, you may 
write it in the box at the bottom of the card and place it in the offering 
plate or basket.” If today is your first time to attend a worship service 
at Aldersgate, you are welcome here! You likely will experience 
something like the above in the service today. 
   It may be getting old for some of you to hear these words every 
week, but the staff is committed to making sure that everyone knows 
that Aldersgate is a community full of people who pray, full of people 
you can trust to pray in solidarity with you. 
   In fact, we have a whole team of people who are devoted to doing 
just that. Barbara Owens oversees our Prayer Team, and she always 
is ready to receive prayer requests at prayer@aldersgateabilene.org. 
You also may share your prayer requests at aldersgateprayer.org or 
through a link on our web site, aldersgateabilene.org. Anyone is 
welcome to share a prayer request with Barbara and her team at any 
time, and if you are interested in joining the team to pray for our 
community, you may contact Barbara at prayer@aldersgateabilene.
org or (325) 665-6321.
   The Prayer Team is one-third of a larger ministry at Aldersgate 
called the the Care Team. The other two-thirds of the team include 
volunteers who are willing to make visits to those in our community 
who are in the hospital or who are no longer physically able to attend 
church services on a regular basis. 
   It may seem strange, but some of my most meaningful experiences 
as a pastor include the privilege of sitting by the side of members 
of my community in their hospital rooms or in their homes. It is in 
times like these that we have the opportunity to support each other 
simply by showing up.
   If you are interested in showing up in this way, I would be 
happy to connect you with the opportunities. Please contact me at 
amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017. 
    May we all continue to pray and to be . . . for and with each other. 
Grace and Peace!



Academy Update: Sponsor-a-Classroom

Spotlight on the 4th Graders!
     Recently at Kids for Christ, I took the time to interview 
the 4th Grade students who were there. I thought it’d be 
fun to do a little quiz so you can get to know some of our 
students better and be entertained at the same time! 
    Pictured and participating in the interview are Hunter, 
Bailey, Lily-Grace, Ashley, Addy, Abram and Jack.  Fourth 
Graders not pictured but definitely missed are Ben, Dominic 
and Harmony. 
Quiz Questions:
   1. Which two students' favorite color is pink?
   2. Two students' favorite food was ice cream .Which two?
   3. Five of the students' favorite hobby was some kind of sport. Can you guess which students prefer which                           
       sports?
   4. Purple was the favorite color of which two students?
   5. Whose favorite food is spaghetti?
   6. Whose favorite food is anything sweet?
   7. If given the choice between a time machine that could only go into the past or only go into the future
        which students picked past?
   8. If given the choice between a head the size of a tennis ball or the size of a watermelon, who chose the
        tennis ball?
Answers: 
1. Abram and Bailey 2. Jack and Abram 3. Hunter-,baseball, Ashley , gymnastics, Addy , Soccer; 
Abram and Jack 4. Lily-Grace and Jack 5. Ashley 6. Addy 7. Ashley, Lily-Grace, Bailey, Abram 8. None. They 
all needed watermelon sized heads for their big brains! — Alayna Brooks 

      Thanks to the adult Sunday School classes who are actively 
participating in supporting Academy classroom staff and 
students through our sponsor-a-classroom outreach this 
year.  Teachers have been delighted and uplifted by our efforts 
to support them. February is a wonderful time to share God’s 
love – and ours – by lifting up your assigned classroom in 
prayer. Drop the teachers a note so they’ll know that you 
prayed for them this week.  What a great Valentine outreach 
from our congregation to the Academy!
                                        — Ellen Knox, Academy Chairperson

 
          “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever
                     welcomes me does not welcome me, but the one who sent me.” Mark 9:37  



Growth Group Questions

 

1. What kinds of images, thoughts or emotions do you associate with heaven?  What about hell?   

2. Is there a geographical place where you have you been that made you say, “This is heaven,” or “This is hell?”  If 

so, why?  Do you plan to return to those places?

3. In thinking about this week’s sermon, “Heaven Yes/Hell No,” what one thing got your attention or raised a 

question for you?

4. What do you think is helpful about considering heaven and hell as a future reality?  What about as a present 

reality?

5. Pastor Steve talked about the chief value of heaven being love and the chief value of hell being rebellion. Do 

you agree?  Why? If not, what do you think the chief values are?

6. Read Luke 12:1-34, with special attention to verses 4-5 and 32-34.  Do you think that the fear of hell is a good 

deterrent for sinful living?  Explain.  How does the fear of God jive with the Bible’s insistence that we need not be afraid 

(at least 365 times)?

7. Pastor Steve said, “A sure way to remain in the bondage of hell is to insist and persist in living your life on your 

terms.”  Why is the “my way” approach so appealing and seductive?   

8. Read Matthew 7.  Then go back and read v. 13 again.  What do you think the wide gate and the broad road 

represent in our lives?  What about the narrow?  What do you think “destruction” and “life” mean in this verse?      

9. What are some practices that you have put into place or are considering putting into place to help you more 

consistently say yes to heaven and no to hell?

10. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week?



DRI:  An Invitation to Worship

     It doesn’t take much driving around town or 
searching on the internet to see that community 
gardens are rising in popularity in this city and 
across our nation. It’s a beautiful thing to see 
people coming together, committing to grow 
healthy foods and to share them with one another. 
In the past couple of years of being a part of the 
Open Door Community Garden (South 19th and 
Amarillo), I have noticed that our garden has a 
couple of things that many community gardens do 
not: a lovely gazebo and two strong picnic tables. 
These structures are as important to growth of 
relationships in our garden as the soil is to the 
growth of vegetables. They point to the reason we 

Neighborhood: Growing the Garden and Beyond

placed “community” in the name of our garden . . . because the garden is a great place for us to form and 
develop relationships with our neighbors. I am looking forward to a season of growth this Spring, not just in 
the garden but in our commitment to get to know the people who live near the church. If you are interested 
in taking part in this current season of dreaming and discerning God’s vision for relationship-building in 
our neighborhood, please contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017. God is at 
work! — Amy Wilson Feltz

        In July of 2013, Disability Resources Incorporated 
began a monthly worship service. The preacher that 
first night was our very own Pastor Steve. DRI is a 
community in Abilene that is designed to offer adults with 
developmental disabilities a safe and loving place to live 
and work. Many of you know the residents of DRI through 
the Christmas party that is hosted by the Renewers 
Sunday School Class each year. Several residents also have 
been attending worship services here throughout the past 
couple of years, gracing this community of faith with their 

big hugs and warm smiles. On Tuesday, February 10, we have the opportunity to be guests in a worship 
service at DRI, taking our hugs and smiles to the residents in the place they call home. The service will 
begin at 7 p.m. that night, and the entire congregation of Aldersgate is invited to attend. Residents will be 
participating in the service, as they do every month, reading the scriptures, singing the songs, guiding the 
people in the worship. Pastor Steve and I will be honored to offer a brief message. Please consider attending 
this worship service with our friends at DRI, which is located at 3602 North Clack Street. All are welcome! 
Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz



Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “Heaven Yes/Hell No”, is number 24 in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



Youth Ministry:  Hey, Youth! You’re Invited!

Connections:  First Impression — So What? 
    I love summer camp. I mean I really love it. You’re outside all day 
every day, exploring, zip lining, swimming, making new friends, 
and joining in on random dance parties! What does this have to do 
with First Impressions? Everything. 
  You see, another reason I love summer camp so much is that 
something magical happens while you are there. Everyone knows 
your name, you feel heard and loved, and, for some strange reason, 
you feel comfortable enough to break out of your shell and be your 
weird (in my case) self. 
   For me personally, this is a glimpse of the Kingdom of God and the 
reason I believe First Impressions is so important. 
   The First Impressions team will intentionally work to remember 
people’s names, make sure people feel heard and loved and accept 
people no matter what. 
   I hope the same kind of magic that people experience when they 
are at summer camp will continue to be found at Aldersgate. 
                                                                                        — Jessica Watson

  If you have or are a student in the 6th – 12th 
grades, we want you to know that you are 
INVITED to come worship and fellowship 
with us every Sunday night from 5:00 to 7:30. 
    Our youth are split into mid high and high 
school groups as we aim to meet students 
where they are in terms of what kinds of 
challenges each age faces. 
   We have adult leaders who have a passion 
for working with youth and who expect to see 
God move every week! 
   We also offer Sunday School each Sunday 
morning from 10:05 to 10:55 am. 
   During this time, students are challenged 

with a message that supports that morning’s service, and are given the opportunity to talk through any 
questions they have about it.
  We sure hope that if you are a youth (6th-12th grade) that you join us on Sunday for an opportunity to love 
God and love people, and fill your tummy in the process. 
   Grace and Peace!                                                                                                                                  — Daniel Mathis



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship 
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Group
  5 :00 p.m.   Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
  5:45 p.m.      Growth Group
  7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

 College Ministry:  Turn Down for What?

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

   Have any of you realized just how noisy life can be? Think about it. 
Regardless if you are a teenager or parent, college student or senior 
citizen, life can be filled with all kinds of noises. 
   The noise may come from rowdy neighbors. Maybe it comes 
from your inbox or from something playing in the background. 
Perhaps it comes from your social media or maybe it comes from 
your own mind. I’ve been struggling with noise lately, which seems 
a bit odd because I quite often find myself alone in the office or at 
home. But I can’t escape the noise. Last week, I used this space to 
tell you about a group of students who will retreat next weekend for 
the pursuit of silence. I just cannot help but think about the timing  

of this silent retreat. I have worked hard to prepare for this retreat and have invested much time in prayer 
and  encouraging our students towards excitement and anticipation.  And as I have prepared for the retreat, 
I have realized all the more how much I need this silence for myself.
The noise overwhelms me quite often; I find that it steals my attention and focus and often fills me with 
guilt. But I believe that God desires to save us all from the noise and that God beckons us to turn down the 
noise and to enter into silence so that we may commune with the Holy Spirit and live attentive and focused 
lives of discernment. Our college ministry is taking steps to grow into wholeness together on Sunday nights 
at The Oaks (7:30 pm) Perhaps this is a place where you can find the encouragement to turn down the noise 
in your own life so that you may hear God’s gentle whispering in your ear. — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (2.1.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00 
Received This Week = $13,214.00 
Received Month-to-Date = $13,214.00 
Received Year-to-Date = $74,624.92
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $5,472.16

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=192 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=199

Total Worship Service Attendance=391                                                  
 Sunday school=179

The Oaks=Did not meet

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Ann Marie Lopez and family upon the 
death of her mother, Mary Helen Coats, on February 2, 2015.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi


